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Hello everyone,  

 

Happy fall to you...cooler weather is upon us, and rain is finally here.   

Just a few things I want to mention:  

(1) our meeting will be Thursday November 2, 2023.  Juniors starting at 6:30 and general 

starting at 7:00pm. 

(2) It's that time of the year to renewal your dues.  Please consider filling out a new form at 

the November or December meeting. I'll be talking at the meeting about a few changes we 

made to the forms.  

(3) We will be having silent auctions of various rock treasures at the meeting, so bring cash if 

you are interested in bidding.  

(4) Award forms have been updated and will be available at the meeting to fill out and turn in 

to me, I will tally the results and hand out awards at the December Banquet.  

(5) We are still fine tuning the Banquet details but as of right now we have it down for 

December 9th.  Set up from 3-5pm, 5-6 hors d'oeuvres, 6-7 dinner. 7-8 Awards and desserts. 

8-8:30 Clean up.  We will discuss at the meeting what we still need volunteers to help with, 

and we will have the food sign ups there as well.  

(6) last Show-n-Tell of the year - the letter J 

 

That's all for now, I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting.  

Mimi 



 



 



                  November Meeting Auctions 

Anyone looking for lapidary equipment; we will be auctioning off some miscellaneous used 

items from the lapidary shop upstairs at our next club meeting on November 2nd. Proceeds 

will go to the 50 Plus center. Also; at the November club meeting, we will be auctioning off 20 

or so bags of Mexican Geodes donated by club member Gene Gangle. These are real nice ones 

that include Snowball, Laguna, and Montezuma’s. Those proceeds will be donated to the 

scholarship fund.  

 



What is Jasper? 

Jasper is an opaque variety of chalcedony. Opaque means that neither light nor images pass through. 

Microcrystalline quartz in its pure form is semitransparent. When a small number of impurities or 

foreign materials are added, the color of the microcrystalline quartz changes, and its ability to transmit 

light decreases. Jasper contains enough impurities and foreign material to render it opaque. So, the 

real difference between jasper and agate is the number of impurities and foreign material contained 

with a specimen. 

How Does Jasper Form? 

While agate is typically a material that forms in the cavities of an igneous rock or limestone, jasper 

often forms when fine particulate materials are cemented by silica. This often occurs in soft sediments 

when silica precipitates and cements them into a solid mass. These included particles are what give 

jasper its color and opacity. A sedimentary material known as "chert" forms in extensive bedded 

deposits. It is also an opaque variety of chalcedony that can be called a "jasper". 

Jaspers are also known to form when volcanic ash or fine pyroclastic are cemented into a solid 

material from the precipitation of silica from solution. The cementation process is sometimes so 

aggressive that the sediment, ash, or volcanic particles are dissolved or recrystallized into 

microcrystalline quartz. 

The Difference Between Agate and Jasper 

The primary difference between agate and jasper is in their diaphaneity. The word "diaphaneity" is 

used to describe "how easily light passes through a material". There are three general levels of 

diaphaneity. They are, from highest to lowest: 

Transparent (light and images pass through) 

Translucent (light passes through) 

Opaque (no light passes through)                                                                                   

                                       



 

 

A plaque is given out to the member, as well as, their name is added to the Member of the Year 

plaque. 



Some great Links you can copy and paste to explore: If you 
get the newsletter by mail type them into your search bar.  
 

https://www.arkansasstateparks.com/articles/basic-rock-and-mineral-cleaning-

home 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4EwdG2KPMA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcuRqAIKCZk 

 

https://thatoregonlife.com/2022/01/rockhounding-oregon/ 
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