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 W.A.M.S./ The year in review  
Submitted by:  

David Smith: Club Newsletter Editor 

Dear members: It has been a fantastic year for our club so I thought I would send out some of 

the main highlights to summarize our accomplishments:  

Two Shows: Our April and August shows were greatly successful: The 66th annual “River of 

Gems Show was a record breaker in attendance. The results exceeded our expectations, with 

over 4400 paid entrants at the show; a new record. This really helped us raise enough revenue 

to offer 3 scholarships this year, a tremendous accomplishment.  

The outdoor show in August was also a nice success and continues to get better year over year. 

We filled the space with over 35 vendors and had very good attendance throughout the 3-day 

event. Many thanks to Ken Stubenrauch for making this so successful. We are looking for a club 

member to take over the coordination of this show as Ken will be a vendor starting in 2024.  

 

Membership: 2023 has been a very good year with membership: as we have added close to 80 

members to the club; including several juniors that are the future of our legacy. If you are newer 

to the club; the best way to make the most of your membership is to find an area you are 

interested in and get involved. There are several volunteer opportunities; whether it be a club 

officer position; field trip coordinator, or just help with events.  

 

Field Trips: To many; our club field trips make being a member of the club such an enjoyable 

experience where they can connect with other rockhounds, learn more about the hobby, and 

enjoy the wonderful experiences of getting out in the field and discovering the joys of nature.  

 



(Continued from previous page:) 

This year; we had several trips all over the state of Oregon that included Nelscott Beach in 

Lincoln City, China Hollow, Succor Creek, Old Marker Ranch, The Rock Castle, Bear Creek, 

Cogleton Hollow, the Ochoco Mountains and Hampton Butte. Thank you to all the volunteers 

that led these outings and created lasting memories. We are currently starting to look at 2024; if 

you have ideas or would be interested in leading a club field trip in the upcoming months, 

please contact our Vice President; Barbara Hopkins. 

 

2023 Club Picnic: Our annual club picnic was once again a great event; hosted again this year at 

the home of Tom and Susan Robertson. There was a lot of good food for everyone; Tome had 

his shop open for members to buy treasures, other club members were able to sell their own 

creations and we had a very well-organized raffle with door prices. I very special thank you goes 

out to the Robertsons for hosting the event again, and to Victoria Kelly who organized and led 

the event again this year. She did an outstanding job as always.  

 

Lapidary Shop: The Lapidary Shop upstairs at the 50 Plus Center is available to club members. If 

you are interested in using the shop, there is a sign-up sheet and a small fee by the hour. For 

questions on hours and availability; please talk to Caitlyn Pratt who is in charge on Monday 

evenings. We have a lot of working equipment for members to use and enjoy.  

 

Meeting Programs: Thank you, Eddie Hopper and several club members who volunteered to 

deliver great programs, at our club meetings throughout the year. Eddie and Mimi worked well 

in coordinating these programs with our club meeting agenda, and I truly think it is important 

we continue to have such great success with this. They make the meetings that much better. A 

lot goes on behind the scenes that needs to be acknowledged.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Next Club General Meeting is on January 4th.  

Club Website: WAMSI.net: Also: join our Facebook page  

Reminder: Club dues for 2024 can be turned in at our club meeting to 
David Maxwell, our club Treasurer. Fill out the application in this 
newsletter and turn in with your dues. We ask you also complete the 
form for renewals to assure we are current with your information.   



 2023 Photo Gallery: Another great year for the Club  

     

    



 

    

        

              



 

  

       

               



 



         

 

 

 

 


