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Happy sunshine everyone, 

As I write this, the weather has been warm and sunny, in the high 60's to mid-70's.  Perfect weather to 

get out and find mother nature's treasures.  While I was not able to attend the Rock Castle field trip, I 

heard we had 70+ members in attendance…that's amazing.  I'm so happy everyone was able to attend 

and have a fun time.  Big thank you to Joe, Lucy, Kiesha and Jason (the Cota's) for hosting us. 

Two field trips coming up in April, Old Marker Ranch and China Hollow.  Both Ken and Caitlyn will give 

updates at the general meeting…(and Richard will talk about the Succor creek trip in May). 

The big show is coming up, this show has gone on for over 65+ years.  People travel a good distance to 

come and see all the vendors, demonstrators, display cases and participate in our auctions and kids 

events.   If you haven't signed up to volunteer, please take the opportunity at the meeting to do so, it's 

all hands-on deck to make this event run smooth.  Also, it sounds like there are display cases available 

still, if someone is still deciding to do a display case.  It does not have to be the theme of the show, it 

can be any collection you have or want to showcase. Eddie will have the forms to fill out at the 

meeting.  Oh, did you order a WAMS t-shirt?? don't forget to bring your money to the April meeting to 

pay Aaron and pick them up intime to wear at the gem show. 

Show and Tell…I lost track, lol, are we on N?  I think so…that's a tough one, not too many N choices - 

maybe bring your favorite field trip treasure, or in honor of the gem show, bring a piece of pet wood. 

For those of you with kiddos, don't forget we have a junior class that starts at 6:30 pm prior to the 

general meeting.  Lots of fun stuff going on in that class.  

Alright everyone, enjoy the weather and be safe - see you at the meeting. 

Mimi 



 





  
       IT’S SHOWTIME  

                                        
April is our busiest month of the year and we need your volunteerism in our 67th annual River of 

Gems Rock and mineral show on April 19-21. This is this largest event of the year and our club 

depends on the outcome of this show to fund and maintain our club funding and activities for 

the calendar year. We have been signing people up for the past 2-3 months. If you have not 

signed up already, please commit to doing so as there are several opportunities you can get 

involved. 

 



Club Field Trip to The Rock Castle from March 16th     

What a great club field trip to Joe Cota’s Rock Castle in Lebanon on March 16th. Over 70 club members 

were in attendance and we purchased about 1400 lbs. of rocks, which was matched to the club in 

addition. We will have a lot of rock available for the show in April. The club got to enjoy rockhounding 

in sunny conditions, and we had a nice potluck down by the pond. If you are ever driving through 

Lebanon, do not forget to stop at the Rock Castle and score your treasures. Besides the 50 cents per lb. 

pile, they have a lot of prize material for sale; both, on the side of the shop, as well as inside.   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next months club field trip will be another day trip down to Old Marker ranch in Holley. Some of the 

best petrified wood dug in Oregon comes from this location where an inland sea carried logs in from 

all around the world; where they settled on the shoreline and then later became petrified and 

preserved in clay. This is one of our fun annual trips that is sure to please all who come out for the day. 



        More upcoming important events and Oregon shows 

          

                

              

 





 

 

 

 



We are down to a few weeks until to our biggest event of the year. Please help us spread the 

word about the 67th annual rock and gem show hosted by our club. Last year’s show brought a 

record attendance and significant results in helping us accomplish our goals as a club for 2023. 

Without volunteers, we could not make these things happen. 

You can contribute to the success of our event by signing up for various roles. To volunteer, 

simply reach out to me, and I will add your name to the sign-up sheet. Alternatively, sign-up 

sheets will be available at our next meeting. 

Here are the different areas and days for volunteering: 

1. **Setup Days (April 17-18): ** Help us set up on Wednesday and Thursday.

2. **Event Days (April 19-21): ** Volunteer opportunities each day, including front door

entrance, membership, raffle table, kids' area (wheel, grab bags, bingo, Crystal Mine, critters),

popcorn, magazines, display cases, silent auction, or be a general floater.

3. **Treasure Hunt (April 20): ** Assist with setting up boundaries, hiding eggs, overseeing the

treasure hunt, and participating in the cleanup between 10 AM and 2 PM. 4. **Show Tear Down

(April 21): ** Help us clean up and tear down after 5 PM. Most shifts are two hours long, but feel

free to stack your shifts based on your availability. The show runs from Friday, April 19, to Sunday,

April 21, with hours from 9 AM to 5 PM.

Thank you for being an integral part of the Willamette Agate Mineral Society. We look forward to 

your enthusiastic participation in making the WAMS River of Gems Show 2024 a memorable 

success.  Best Regards:      

Caitlyn Pratt: wams.riverofgems@gmail.com

mailto:Caitlyn.loranger@yahoo.com


https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/about/

If you wear your W.A.M.S. nametag it gets you in for free.  

https://ricenorthwestmuseum.org/about/





